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and who are leading the way for the
women leaders of tomorrow.
f

WELCOMING MEMBERS TO THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
come to the floor this afternoon to wel-
come all Members, especially new
Members, to the 106th Congress.
Whether one is Republican or Demo-
crat, I am your Congresswoman away
from home, and I want to tell you a lit-
tle bit about this city and a little bit
about the assistance I can offer you
while you are here, because you are
going to spend more time in the Dis-
trict of Columbia than you will spend
in your own district.

Some of you live here, all of you
work here. Many of you will have your
entertainment here. Matters arise in
the city. If you need help, including
help for your constituents, I hope you
will call me. If you live in the city,
there are inevitable problems that
arise with your trash, with rodents. No
tickets, please. We cannot take back
tickets, for the most part, although
there are a few instances where the
District cannot write tickets for Mem-
bers of Congress, and I suppose we will
submit those to the District. What we
really love are shortcuts to getting a
marriage license. Since I have been in
Congress, I have helped at least three
Members get marriage licenses.

In any case, when one is wondering
where to turn when anything arises in
this city, whether it is city services or
the city at large, please call my office.

On Monday, February 23, 1999, we are
having a formal event called Ask Me
About Washington. You and your staffs
are invited, with a free lunch.

I want to tell you about hometown
Washington. Forget what you have
heard. A revolution has occurred in
this city. It has a new mayor, a rein-
vigorated city council, and a control
board that operates with a much re-
duced capacity. The city is in the
hands of its new mayor, Tony Wil-
liams, the man who helped repair the
city’s finances and, as a result, got
elected mayor. I work closely with him
and have great hopes in what he can do
for this city, because he has already
done a great deal for the city when he
was chief financial officer.

The city’ problems came largely from
the fact that since its establishment
200 years ago, it has been the only city
in the United States that has carried
State, county and municipal functions.
It is a miracle that the District was up
and standing so long carrying State
functions, despite its big city urban
problems that all of you have in your
own States.

Congress has relieved the city of
some of its State functions, much to
the credit of the Congress and the

President. So the District has had
three years of surpluses and is no
longer even close to insolvent.

You should also know about the city
that it is a city at the very top in so
many ways. We are fifth per capita in
the United States in the number of
residents who have a bachelor’s degree.
The residents keep this city running
for the 25 million people who come here
to see the monuments and the city
every year, and we keep it running out
of our own pocket with $5 billion raised
from taxpayers in the District. We do
this with no grant from the Federal
Government, despite the fact that the
Federal Government takes 40 percent
of the land off of our tax rolls for Fed-
eral office space and monuments.

We are third per capita in Federal in-
come taxes paid to the Federal Treas-
ury, and yet my folks have no rep-
resentation in the Senate, and only me,
a delegate, in the House. This is a his-
toric anomaly, along with the fact that
you will be asked to vote on local mat-
ters, occasional local matters affecting
the District, and even on our appro-
priation, none of which is raised by the
Federal Government. This is an anom-
aly that is impossible to justify today.
All that we ask is that you be respect-
ful of local government, as you insist
in your own district and State. Con-
gress should never intrude on the
Democratic prerogatives of a local peo-
ple, and I ask for that respect in the
name of the people I represent.

Please know that you are in one of
the most livable and beautiful cities in
the United States. New Members will
shortly be receiving a letter from me
about this city. Members who have
been here before will be receiving an
update. You do not need to go far to
know what a beautiful city this is as a
hometown community. Not only the
Congresswoman, but all of the elected
officials and the residents stand ready
to help you enjoy the city.

I want to be clear that my office is
here at the disposal of Members of the
House and the Senate. If you have a
problem in the District, you do not
have to call the District straight away
to try to find out where and who to go
to to deal with it. Call your Congress-
woman away from home, Congress-
woman ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, who
proudly represents the more than one-
half million people who have the good
fortune to live in the Nation’s Capital.
f

ILL-ADVISED U.S. INTERVENTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I
have always believed that national de-
fense is one of the most and at times
the most important and most legiti-
mate function of our national govern-
ment. I have strongly supported our
military, although at times I have also
supported some cost-saving measures
in defense spending.

I voted for the Gulf War several years
ago because Saddam Hussein had
moved against another country, Ku-
wait, and was threatening others. He
had what was considered to be the
strongest military in the Middle East,
although we now know that we vastly
overestimated his strength. There were
fears then that he might try to take
over the entire region if he was not
stopped.

A few months ago I voted for the $100
million U.S. contribution to try to re-
move him. From what I have read, Sad-
dam Hussein appears to be a horrible
megalomaniac, a terrible dictator who
has killed people to stay in power, and
I would agree with anything bad that
one could say about him.

But I believe that Robert Novak, the
nationally syndicated columnist and
TV commentator, is right when he
calls our action against Iraq ‘‘a phony,
political war.’’

Iraq’s military strength was almost
wiped out by the Gulf War eight years
ago. Our sanctions since that time
have ruined what was left of Iraq’s
economy. Our latest bombings have
been against an extremely weak, al-
most defenseless nation, and in fact,
against a military the size and
strength of ours, Iraq is defenseless. We
are doing this to a country that made
no overt action against us, and in fact
did not even threaten to.

There is no threat to our national se-
curity. There is no vital U.S. interest
at stake or that is even threatened.
Iraq is not even a paper tiger today.

Some of our leaders have tried their
best to make Iraq sound threatening by
repeatedly talking about weapons of
mass destruction, yet in several years
of inspections by U.N. inspectors, no
weapons of mass destruction were
found. Besides, many nations, includ-
ing us and our leading allies, have
weapons of mass destruction. We can-
not go bomb every nation that has
some weapon of mass destruction.

We have spent over $2 billion on the
Iraqi deployment over the last few
months and are still spending huge
amounts; many, many millions each
day. This is a surrealistic war. Most
Americans do not even feel like we are
at war. The news from Iraq is not even
making the front pages.

All we are doing is wasting billions of
dollars and making enemies all over
the world. We are repeatedly involving
ourselves in ethnic, religious and his-
torical conflicts, some of which have
been going on for centuries and which
will go on long after we pull out, if we
ever do. All we are doing is wasting bil-
lions of dollars and making enemies all
over the world.

We have turned our military into
international social workers. A few
years ago the front page of the Wash-
ington Post carried a story that said
we had our troops in Haiti picking up
garbage and settling domestic disputes.
Last year on this floor I heard another
Member say we had our troops in Bos-
nia giving rabies shots to dogs. Most
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Americans believe the Haitians should
pick up their own garbage and that the
Bosnians should give their own rabies
shots.

By the way, the President originally
promised we would be out of Bosnia by
the end of 1996. Yes, 1996. This is Feb-
ruary of 1999, and we are still there.

Now we are preparing to send troops
to Kosovo. We sent troops to Haiti,
Rwanda, Somalia, Bosnia, Iraq and now
Kosovo, and billions and billions of dol-
lars taken from low and middle-income
Americans to finance all of this. Any-
one who even dares to oppose any for-
eign intervention that the elites dream
up is sarcastically, or at least un-
kindly, referred to as an isolationist.
The interventionists will not discuss
these issues on the merits without
name-calling.

But it is not isolationist to believe
that we should try to be friends to all
nations. We end up making more en-
emies than friends when we take sides
in every international dispute that
pops up.

b 1645

We cannot serve as the world’s po-
liceman. We cannot force our will on
everyone. If we try, sometimes we will
choose the wrong side. Just a few years
ago we considered Iraq to be an ally
against Iran. Even today our leaders
tell us that the Iraqi people are not our
enemies, but we are fast turning them
into enemies.

Scott Ritter, the U.N. Inspector, re-
signed in protest in December, saying
that we had rigged the UNSCOM report
in order to justify our bombing. In Au-
gust, after the President’s ‘‘apology’’
flopped, we bombed the Sudan and Af-
ghanistan. We rushed into that bomb-
ing so fast that only one of the mem-
bers of the Joint Chiefs of Staff was in-
formed. Paul Harvey and others have
later reported that we had bombed a
medicine factory, and we gained noth-
ing from those bombings. We just, once
again, wasted huge amounts of money
and made more enemies.

Why are we doing all this? Is it to
make our national leaders appear to be
world statesmen? Is it to assure them a
place in history? Is it to give the mili-
tary justification for more funding? Is
it a military desperately in search of a
mission? We don’t need all this bomb-
ing. Going to war should be the most
reluctant decision we ever made. We
should do so only as a very last resort,
when all other reasonable alternatives
have been exhausted.

Finally, Madam Speaker, while very
few people seem to care about the Con-
stitution anymore, it is unconstitu-
tional to drop bombs on and go to war
against another Nation without a dec-
laration of war by Congress.
f

RULES OF COMMITTEE ON RE-
SOURCES FOR THE 106TH CON-
GRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, I
enclose for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD the rules of the Committee on Re-
sources, adopted by voice vote on January
19, 1999, a quorum being present.

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 106TH
CONGRESS

Adopted January 19, 1999
RULE 1. RULES OF THE HOUSE; VICE CHAIRMEN

(a) Applicability of House Rules.
(1) The Rules of the House of Representa-

tives, so far as they are applicable, are the
rules of the Committee and its Subcommit-
tees.

(2) Each Subcommittee is part of the Com-
mittee and is subject to the authority, direc-
tion and rules of the Committee. References
in these rules to ‘‘Committee’’ and ‘‘Chair-
man’’ shall apply to each Subcommittee and
its Chairman wherever applicable.

(3) House Rule XI is incorporated and made
a part of the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable.

(b) Vice Chairmen.—Unless inconsistent
with other rules, the Chairman shall appoint
a Vice Chairman of the Committee and Vice
Chairmen of each of the Subcommittees. If
the Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
committee is not present at any meeting of
the Committee or Subcommittee, as the case
may be, the Vice Chairman shall preside. If
the Vice Chairman is not present, the rank-
ing Member of the Majority party on the
Committee or Subcommittee who is present
shall preside at that meeting.

RULE 2. MEETINGS IN GENERAL

(a) Scheduled Meetings.—The Committee
shall meet at 11 a.m. on the first Wednesday
of each month that the House is in session,
unless that meeting is canceled by the Chair-
man. The Committee shall also meet at the
call of the Chairman subject to advance no-
tice to all Members of the Committee. Spe-
cial meetings shall be called and convened
by the Chairman as provided in clause 2(c)(1)
of House Rule XI. Any Committee meeting
or hearing that conflicts with a party cau-
cus, conference, or similar party meeting
shall be rescheduled at the discretion of the
Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member. The Committee may not
sit during a joint session of the House and
Senate or during a recess when a joint meet-
ing of the House and Senate is in progress.

(b) Open Meetings.—Each meeting for the
transaction of business, including the mark-
up of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a Subcommittee shall be open
to the public, except as provided by clause
2(g) of House Rule XI.

(c) Broadcasting.—Whenever a meeting for
the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, or a hearing is open to
the public, that meeting or hearing shall be
open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography in accordance with clause 4
of House Rule XI.

(d) Oversight Plan.—No later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of each Congress,
the Committee shall adopt its oversight
plans for that Congress in accordance with
clause 2(d)(1) of House Rule X.

RULE 3. PROCEDURES IN GENERAL

(a) Agenda of Meetings; Information for
Members.—An agenda of the business to be
considered at meetings shall be delivered to
the office of each Member of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.
This requirement may be waived by a major-
ity vote of the Committee at the time of the
consideration of the measure or matter. To
the extent practicable, a summary of the

major provisions of any bill being considered
by the Committee, including the need for the
bill and its effect on current law, will be
available for the Members of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.

(b) Meetings and Hearings to Begin
Promptly.—Each meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall begin promptly at the time
stipulated in the public announcement of the
meeting or hearing.

(c) Addressing the Committee.—A Commit-
tee Member may address the Committee or a
Subcommittee on any bill, motion, or other
matter under consideration or may question
a witness at a hearing only when recognized
by the Chairman for that purpose. The time
a Member may address the Committee or
Subcommittee for any purpose or to question
a witness shall be limited to five minutes,
except as provided in Committee rule 4(g). A
Member shall limit his remarks to the sub-
ject matter under consideration. The Chair-
man shall enforce the preceding provision.

(d) Quorums.
(1) A majority of the Members shall con-

stitute a quorum for the reporting of any
measure or recommendation, the authorizing
of a subpoena or the closing of any meeting
or hearing to the public under clause 2(g) of
House Rule XI. Testimony and evidence may
be received at any hearing at which there are
at least two Members of the Committee
present. For the purpose of transacting all
other business of the Committee, one third
of the Members shall constitute a quorum.

(2) When a call of the roll is required to as-
certain the presence of a quorum, the offices
of all Members shall be notified and the
Members shall have not less than 10 minutes
to prove their attendance. The Chairman
shall have the discretion to waive this re-
quirement when a quorum is actually
present or whenever a quorum is secured and
may direct the Clerk to note the names of all
Members present within the 10-minute pe-
riod.

(e) Participation of Members in Committee
and Subcommittees.—All Members of the
Committee may sit with any Subcommittee
during any hearing, and by unanimous con-
sent of the Members of the Subcommittee
may participate in any meeting of hearing.
However, a Member who is not a Member of
the Subcommittee may not vote on any mat-
ter before the Subcommittee, be counted for
purposes of establishing a quorum or raise
points of order.

(f) Proxies.—No vote in the Committee or
Subcommittee may be cast by proxy.

(g) Roll Call Votes.—Roll call votes shall
be ordered on the demand of one-fifth of the
Members present, or by any Member in the
apparent absence of a quorum.

(h) Motions.—A motion to recess from day
to day and a motion to dispense with the
first reading (in full) of a bill or resolution,
if printed copies are available, are nondebat-
able motions of high privilege.

(i) Layover and Copy of Bill.—No measure
or recommendation reported by a Sub-
committee shall be considered by the Com-
mittee until two calendar days from the
time of Subcommittee action. No bill shall
be considered by the Committee unless a
copy has been delivered to the Office of each
Member of the Committee requesting a copy.
These requirements may be waived by a ma-
jority vote of the Committee at the time of
consideration of the measure or rec-
ommendation.

(j) Access to Dais and Conference Room.—
Access to the hearing rooms’ daises and to
the conference rooms adjacent to the Com-
mittee hearing rooms shall be limited to
Members of Congress and employees of Con-
gress during a meeting of the Committee.

(k) Cellular Telephones.—The use of cel-
lular telephones is prohibited on the Com-
mittee dais during a meeting of the Commit-
tee.
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